Creation of a semiannual report for a multicentre co-operative clinical trials group.
The Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG) is a multicentre co-operative group that performs prospective clinical trials in cancer. The SWOG Statistical Center is responsible for preparing a report of studies for the semiannual meetings. The report includes a summary of study design and eligibility criteria, current accrual, baseline patient characteristics, toxicity, and, for studies closed to accrual and with sufficiently mature outcome data, tumour response or patient survival. A software program, Statisticians' Report Worksheet (SRW), has been developed by the programming staff at the SWOG Statistical Center. This program enables each disease specific chapter to be created independently, but ensures that tables and graphs for all chapters are of uniform style. We describe here the coordination of the report, and the use of the SRW program. This reporting system can serve as a model for other groups.